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EDUCATION 

 
Ph.D., M.A., 2015, Anthropology, Rice University. 
 

  A.M., 2008, Social Sciences, University of  Chicago. 
 
  M.A., 2005, Media Studies, New School for Social Research. 
 

A.B., 2001, New Media Theory (Independent Major) and Creative Writing, Summa Cum Laude, 
Brown University. 

 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS/EMPLOYMENT 

 
2025- Associate Professor, Department of  Information Science Technology (Digital Media), Comparative 

Cultural Studies Affiliate, Center for Public History Affiliate, University of  Houston. 
 
2019-2025 Assistant Professor, Department of  Information Science Technology (Digital Media), Comparative 

Cultural Studies Affiliate, Center for Public History Affiliate, University of  Houston. 
 
2017-19 Adjunct Faculty, Department of  Social & Cultural Sciences, University of  Houston-Clear Lake. 
 
2016-19  Adjunct Faculty, Department of  Social Sciences, University of  Houston-Downtown. 
 
2015-16  Visiting Research Fellow, Chao Center for Asian Studies, Rice University. 
 
2014-15  Lecturer, Department of  Anthropology, Rice University. 
 
2014-15  Instructor, First-Year Program in Writing and Communication, Rice University. 
 
2011-12  Visiting Research Fellow, Informatics, University of  Tokyo. 
 
2008-09  Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of  Humanities, History and Social 
  Sciences, Columbia College. 
 
2006-07  Assistant Professor, Department of  Computer Graphics and New Media, 
  Johnson & Wales University. 
 
2003-06  Instructor, Department of  Computer Graphics and New Media, Johnson & 
  Wales University. 
 
2002-03  Adjunct Faculty, Department of  Computer Graphics and New Media, 
  Johnson & Wales University. 
 

 



MONOGRAPH  

 
2024   Push the Button: Interactive Television and Collaborative Journalism in Japan. Durham, NC: 
  Duke University Press, https://www.dukeupress.edu/push-the-button. 

 
 
REFEREED JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS 

 
2025  “Someone Behind This Technology: Conversational Artificial Intelligence and Design at Work.” 

Engineering Studies. https://doi.org/10.1080/19378629.2025.2575366 
 
2025  “Between Code and Culture: The Evolving Role of  Conversation Designers and UX in AI 

Development,” Science, Technology, & Human Values, https://doi.org/10.1177/01622439251324884 
 
2024  Liao, Tony, Elizabeth Rodwell, and Debriunna Porter. “Media Frames, AI Romantic Relationships, 

and the Perspectives of  People in Relationships; Mapping and Comparing News Media Themes with 
User Perspectives.” Information, Communication, & Society (27(12): 2314-2332. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2024.2420031 

 
2024   “Hyped but Invisible: Good UX and Good Gender Practices in and out of  the Conversational AI  
  Sandbox.” Practicing Anthropology, 46(1): 46-53. https://doi.org/10.1080/08884552.2024.2305560 
 
2022  Beck Young, Nancy, Leandra Zarnow, Elizabeth Rodwell, and Peggy Lindner. "Sharing Stories from 

1977: Creating a Feminist Digital Humanities Project." Women and Social Movements in the United States 6 
(2): 1-18. 

 
2021 “Open Access, Closed Systems: Independent Online Journalism in Japan.” Information, Communication 

& Society, 26(6): 1244–1261.  https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2021.1994627 
 
2021 “A Pedagogy of  Its Own: Building a UX Research Program.” Practicing Anthropology 43 (2): 17–21. 

https://doi.org/10.17730/0888-4552.43.2.17 
 
2020   “The Machine Without the Ghost: Early Interactive Television in Japan.”  

 Convergence: The International Journal of  Research into New Media Technologies 27 (5): 1376–1392. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1354856520983754 

 
2018 “Notes from the Bat Cave.” Dialogues. Cultural Anthropology, March 21. 

https://culanth.org/fieldsights/1343-notes-from-the-bat-cave 
 
2015 “Crafting Interactive Journalism.” Anthropology News. American Anthropological Association,  
 December 2015. 
 
2015 “Paradoxical Infrastructures: Ruins, Retrofit, & Risk.” Science, Technology, & Human Values 41(3) 547- 
 565. 
 
2014 “Nihon Terebi wa Nani ga 'Kuru' de, Nani ga 'Dasai' no ka?” (What's Working in Japanese TV, and 

What Really Isn't?), Media Gong: Media News and Discussion, Tokyo Japan. 
 
2012  "Three Minutes in Three Parts: the Semiotics and Business of  Japanese Television", II-B, the journal of  

social science / Nihon Kenkyū no Furontia, 31-43. 
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2012 “Japanese Joho Bangumi and the Notion of  Affect.” positions: asia cultures critique (working papers). 
 
2011 “Ambiguous Assessment: Critiquing the Anthropology Graduate Admissions Process.” Journal of  

Contemporary Anthropology (2) 1. 
 
  

BOOK CHAPTERS 

 
Forthcoming “The UX Researcher’s Identity Balancing Toolkit.” In A. VandenBroek & N. Taylor (Eds.), Kits for 

Digital Methods. Routledge.  
 
Forthcoming “Designing for Humans and Bots.” In E. Reddy, D. Tomblin, & Y. Emily (Eds.), An STS Teachbook. 

Routledge.  
 
2025  “Navigating the Uncanny Valley: How Conversation Designers Shape Human-AI Interaction.” In L. 

Koycheva, A. K. VandenBroek, & M. Artz (Eds.), Anthropology and AI. Taylor & Francis. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003532750-12 

 
2024   “Pain Points and Personality: Bringing Anthropology to Conversational UX Design.” In C. Miller & J. 

Spears (Eds.), The Routledge Companion to Practicing Anthropology and Design. Routledge.  
 
 
2022  “Television is Not a Democracy: The Limits of  Interactive Broadcast in Japan.” In E. Costa, P. G. 

Lange, N. Haynes, & J. Sinanan (Eds.), The Routledge Companion to Media Anthropology. Routledge. 
 
2010 “Never Really There: Selling Japan to American Manga Fans.” In J. Steiff  & T. D. Tamplin (Eds.), 

Manga and Philosophy. Open Court.  
 
 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 

 
2025  Neumann, Kristina, Peggy Lindner, and Elizabeth Rodwell. "Digital Numismatics and Data Visualization 

for Ancient Antioch." Proceedings of  the XVI International Numismatic Congress, Vol. iv: Medals, Modern, 
and General Numismatics, Warsaw, September 11–16, 2022. https://doi.org/10.1484/M.WSA-EB.5.145494 

 
2025  Davidson, Sandra, Peggy Lindner, Elizabeth Rodwell, Nancy Beck Young, Leandra Zarnow, Judy 

Tzu-Chun Wu, Jamie Wagman, and Emily Westkaemper. “Using Public Digital Humanities to Excite 
Students.” Proceedings of  the H-Net Teaching Conference 3(1): 86-101. 
https://doi.org/10.33823/phtc.v3i1.325 

 
2024  H. Wang, M.C. Bordes, E. Rodwell, T.A. Chen, F.A. Merchant, M.K. Markey, G.P. Reece,  

“Exploration of  large language models for thematic analysis of  a communication ecosystem in a 
clinical trial,” Proceedings of  the Biomedical Engineering Society (BMES) Annual Meeting. 

 
2023   Liao, Tony, Debriunna Porter, and Elizabeth Rodwell. “Artificial Love: Revolutions in How AI and 

AR Embodied Romantic Chatbots Can Move Through Relationship Stages,” Proceedings of  the 
Association of  Internet Researchers Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA. 

 
2022 "Artificial Speech Is Culture: Conversational UX Designers and the Work of  Usable Conversational 

Voice Assistants." HCI2022: Culture and Computing, online. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-
05434-1_9 
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2022 “Interactive Television, Digital Media, and Journalism in Japan.” The First Annual South Texas Japanese 

Culture Forum Collection. Texas State Museum of  Asian Cultures and Education Center, Corpus Christi, 
TX. 

 

 
BOOK REVIEWS 

 
2025  “The Time of  Laughter: Comedy and the Media Cultures of  Japan.” The Journal of   
 Japanese Studies. https://doi.org/10.1525/jjs.2025.51.2.529.  
 
2019  “Online Trolling and Its Perpetrators: Under the Cyberbridge.” New Media & 

Society. https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444819859894. 

 
 
BLOG POSTS AND MISC. 

 
2025  “How Can Linguistic Anthropology Help You Work With AI? World of  Work Blog. Anthropology 

Career Readiness Network. https://anthrocareerready.net/how-can-linguistic-anthropology-help-
you-work-with-ai/  

 
 
2024  “If  You’re Avoiding AI, You’re Part of  the Problem.” Instruction@UH Provost’s Office, University of  

Houston. https://www.instruction.uh.edu/2024/12/02/if-youre-avoiding-ai-youre-part-of-the-
problem/  

 

 
FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, HONORS 
 
FUNDED GRANTS: 
 
2025  National Science Foundation, Science & Technology Studies. The Voices of  Artificial Intelligence:  

The Role of  Conversation Designers in AI Workspaces. 
2024  Teaching Innovation Program, University of  Houston. User Experience for Artificial 

Intelligence 
2024 National Institute of  Health/ National Cancer Institute. Clinical decision-support algorithms  

for interactive design of  patient-specific breast molds. 
2024 Fulbright U.S. Scholar Award, “The Voices Behind the Machine: Building Conversational Artificial  

Intelligence in Japan.” 
2023  Cougar Initiative to Engage (CITE) Grant, University of  Houston. Curating the Augmented/Virtual  

Reality Museum at the University of  Houston: Bringing Together Artists, Digital Media 
Producers, Educators, Designers, and User Experience Engineers 

2023  Center for Public History Summer Internship CITE Grant, University of  Houston. Sharing Stories  
From 1977 

2022 Notre Dame-IBM Technology Ethics Lab Award. UX Work as an Auditing Opportunity: Exploring  
the Role of  Conversational UX Designers 

2022  Cougar Initiative to Engage (CITE) Grant, University of  Houston. 
2021  Digital Research Commons Development Grant, University of  Houston. 
2021 National Endowment for the Humanities, Digital Projects for the Public Award, The SYRIOS  

Project  
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2021                  National Endowment for the Humanities Democratizing Politics: Mapping the Stories and 
Significance of  the 1977 National Women's Conference 

2021  Ann Johnson Institute for Science, Technology & Society Book Manuscript Fellowship. 
2021  Loeb Classical Library Foundation Fellowship, Harvard University. 
2021  New Faculty Research Grant, University of  Houston.  
2019  Digital Research Commons Seed Grant, University of  Houston. 
2019 Teaching Innovation Program Grant, University of  Houston. Alexa, Can You Enhance Student  

Engagement and Success? 
2014  Social Science Research Institute (SSRI) Graduate Student Conference Travel 

Grant, Rice University. 
2014  Graduate Student Association Conference Travel Grant, Rice University.  
2013   KCC Japan Education Exchange Travel Grant. 
2012   Social Science Research Council (SSRC)- Japan Society for the Promotion of 
  Science (JSPS) Grant. 
2012   International Research Fellowship, University of  Tokyo. 
2011   Research Fellowship, International Christian University (Tokyo, Japan). 
2011   National Science Foundation, EAPSI Research Grant. 
2011   Wagoner Fellowship, Rice University. 
2011   U.S. Department of  State, Critical Language Scholarship. 
2011   The Japan Foundation, Japanese Program for Specialists Research Grant. 
 
 

AWARDS: 
 
2025 LEAD (Leveraging Expertise for Advanced Discovery) Consortium Inaugural Cohort, Kopenhaver 

Center for the Advancement of  Women in Communication. 
2025  Teaching Excellence Award, University of  Houston.  
2024  Emerging Scholar Award, International Conference on Communication & Media Studies. 
2024  Provost’s Faculty Travel Fund Award, University of  Houston.  
2024  Teaching Excellence Award, Cullen College of  Engineering, University of  Houston. 
2024 Teaching Excellence Award, Technology Division, Cullen College of  Engineering, University of  

Houston. 
2021 Kopenhaver Center Fellow; Lillian Lodge Kopenhaver Center for the Advancement of  Women in 

Communication. 
2015  Princeton-Weimar Summer School for Media Studies Award. 
2015  Berkeley Image Conference Graduate Scholar Award. 
2011   National Association of  Student Anthropologists (NASA), Travel Award. 
2006, 2007  University Service Award, Johnson & Wales University. 
2005   Community Service Fellowship, Johnson & Wales University. 
2004   Graduate Merit Fellowship, New School University. 
2004   First-Year Faculty of  the Year Award, Johnson & Wales University. 
2003-05  Media Studies Merit Scholarship, New School University. 
2003   Adjunct Faculty of  the Year Award, Johnson & Wales University. 
 

 
INVITED TALKS 

 
2025 “Designing Beyond the Uncanny: The Human Work of  AI Conversation Design,” Massachusetts 

Institute of  Technology (MIT), Cambridge, MA, September 27. 
 



2025 “Opportunities & Challenges of  Educating Design and Innovation,” Design Thinking & Innovation, 
Houston, TX, February 12.  

 
2024  “Applied Cultural Anthropology,” University of  Colorado at Boulder, Boulder, CO, December 4.  
 
2024 “Conversational UX: When UX Meets AI,” Houston UX Professionals’ Association, Houston, TX, 

October 24.  
 
2024 “InteLLA for Kids: A Speech Therapy Study in Progress,” Waseda University, Green Computing 

Center, Tokyo, Japan, September 24.  
 
2024 “Conversational AI, Gender, and Language,” Women, Media, and Technology lecture series, Tsuda 

University, Tokyo, Japan, September 18. 
 
2024 “Usability Testing in Real Time,” Summer Internship Program in Public History and Digital Humanities, 

Digital Research Commons, University of  Houston, Houston, TX, June 26. 
 
2024 “What is Conversational UX Design?” Cognitive Development Lab, Department of  Psychology, 

University of  Houston, Houston, TX, June 24. 
 
2024 “Conversational AI, UX, and Gender,” Engineering Studies Lecture Series, Lafayette College, Easton, PA, 

March 18.  
 
2024 “As Intelligent as it Authors: Writing Conversational Artificial Intelligence in Japan,” Anthropology of  

Japan Lecture Series, University of  Colorado, Boulder, February 28.  
 
2024 “AI@UH,”  Paths at UH in the Changing Higher Education Landscape, University of  Houston, January 12.  
 
2024 “The Medical User Experience: Why UX is Important to Anesthesiology,” Society for Technology in 

Anesthesia Annual Conference, January 12. 
 
2023 “ChatGPT to Teach and Evaluate Language: A Case Study,” AI and ChatGPT User Group, University 

of  Houston, October 16. 
 
2023 “Psychology in User Experience,” Department of  Psychology, University of  Houston, October 5. 
 
2023 The Voices Behind Artificial Intelligence: Conversation Designers and their Challenges, Houston 

Women’s Chamber of  Commerce, October 4. 
 
2023 “Love It or Hate It: Exploring the Transformative Power of  ChatGPT,” Activation Festival, Ion 

District, May 17. 
 
2023 “It’s Not Enough to be Cool: Why Interactive TV Didn’t Take Over Japan,” Anthropology of  Japan 

Lecture Series, University of  Colorado, Boulder, March 15.  
 
2023 “Considering What Digital Media Adds to Mass Media,” Rice University, School of  Social Sciences, 

February 28.  
 
2023 “An Anthropology of  Conversational User Experience (UX),” Department of  Anthropology, Texas 

State University, February 24. 
 



2022 “Digital Answers for Ancient Questions,” with Kristina Neumann (UH) and Peggy Lindner (UH),  
NC State University, November 28. 

 
2022 “Collaboration of  Anthropologists and Computer Scientists in Artificial Intelligence Design,” 

(Invited roundtable), Annual Meeting of  the American Anthropological Association, Seattle, November 8-13. 
 
2022  “What is User Experience and Why Does DH Need it?” DH@UH Annual Conference, University of  

Houston Digital Research Commons, Houston, TX, April 12.  
 
2022 “Innovating Research and Community Engagement,” Faculty Senate Conference 2022: 

Rising Together: Advancing Higher Education through Equity and Innovation, University of  Houston, 
Houston, TX, April 1. 

 
2022   “Interactive Television, Digital Media, and Journalism in Japan,” Texas Japanese Culture Forum, Texas 

Asian Cultures Museum, Corpus Christi, TX, March 13.  
 
2022 “Building the ‘Sharing Stories from 1977’ Project”, Houston Women’s Group, Houston, TX, March 6. 
 
2022 “Pockets of  Utopia: The Promise of  Interactivity in Japanese Journalism and Television”, 

Anthropology of  Japan Lecture Series, University of  Colorado, Boulder, January 28.  
 
2020 “UX Research and Conversational Assistants” Graphic Communication Education Association University 

of  Houston Chapter, University of  Houston, February 14. 
 
2019-22 “UX Careers and Pathways” Edison Technology Lecture Series, University of  Houston, January 18, 19. 
 
2014 “Press the Button: The Rise of  Social Television in Japan,” Rice University, Houston, TX, April 9. 
 
2013  "Terebi no Mirai: Sosharu Terebi no Shichoritsu Mondai ni Taishiteiru Kotae Desu ka?" (The Future of 

Television: Is Social Television the Solution to the Ratings Crisis?), University of  Tokyo, Tokyo, 
Japan, July 1. 

 
2012  "Open and Closed Information Systems, or, the Business of  Japanese Television," Waseda University, 

Tokyo, Japan, January 28. 

 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

 
Panels Organized: 
 
2024  “Engineering and Design Classrooms and Collaborations as STS Territories” (with Beth Reddy and 

Rebekah Cupitt), 4S-EASST Annual Meeting (Society for Social Studies of  Science), Amsterdam, July 16-19. 
 
2023 “How Can UX Make History Accessible?” User Experience Professionals Association (UXPA) Annual 

Meeting, Austin, TX June 21-24th.  
 
2021 “The Professional Anthropologist: Navigating Times of  Change,” Annual Meeting of  the  

Society for Applied Anthropology, Norfolk, VA and online, March 22-27th. 
 
2015 “Anthropologies of  Data,” Annual Meeting of  the American Anthropological  

Association, Denver, CO, November 16-19. 



 
2014 “On Things Immaterial: Data, Users, and Participation in Digital Technologies,” Annual Meeting of  the 

American Anthropological Association, Washington, DC, December 3-7. 
 
2012 “Mediation, Expertise,” Transnational Asia Graduate Student Conference 
 Rice University, Houston, TX, February 10-11. 
 
2011 “No Matter Where: Tracking New Media Materialities and Ideologies”, Annual Meeting of  the American 

Anthropological Association, Montreal, Quebec, November 16-20. 

 
 
Presentations: 
 
2024 “The Engineering is Ahead of  the Science, Perhaps”: Conversational Artificial Intelligence and its 

Relationship to Theory/Praxis. Annual Meeting of  the American Anthropological Association, Tampa, 
Florida, November 20-23.  

 
2024 “Friendly Is Not an Engineering Concern: A Study of  Conversational UX Designers and 

Conversational AI,” Ninth International Conference on Communication & Media Studies, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina and Online, Oct 24-5. 

 
2024 “Exploration of  large language models for thematic analysis of  a communication ecosystem in a 

clinical trial,” Wang, H., Bordes, M.C., Rodwell, E., Chen, T.A., Merchant, F.A., Markey, M.K., 
Reece, G.P., Biomedical Engineering Society Annual Conference, Baltimore, Oct 23-26. 

 
2024 “Sharing Stories from 1977: Using Digital Humanities to Excite Students” (Roundtable), Zarnow, L. 

(Chair), Beck Young, N., Rodwell, E., Lindner, P., Davidson, S., Wu, J.T., Westkaemper, E., Wagman, 
J., 2024 H-Net Teaching Conference, Online, August 19-22.  

 
2024 “Virtual Reality, User Experience, and the Museum: Case Study of  an Interdisciplinary Project,”  

Engineering and Design Classrooms and Collaborations as STS Territories, 4S-EASST Annual 
Meeting (Society for Social Studies of  Science), Amsterdam, July 16-19. 

 
2024 “Using Public History to Study Modern Feminism,” Rodwell, E., Zarnow, L., Beck Young, N., 

Lindner, P., National Council on Public History Annual Meeting 2024, Salt Lake City, UT, April 13.  
 
2023  “UX is Not Dead, ChatGPT is Not Killing it: Embracing Conversational User Experience.” Annual 

Meeting of  the American Anthropological Association, Toronto, Canada, November 15-19.  
 
2023 "Artificial Love: Revolutions in how AI and AR Embodied Romantic Chatbots can Move Through 

Relationship Stages," Liao, T., Porter, D., Rodwell, E., AoIR23, Association of  Internet Researchers, 
Philadelphia, PA, October 19. 

 
2023 "Sharing Stories from 1977: Notes from the Early Years of  a Feminist Digital Humanities Project," 

Rodwell, E., Zarnow, L., Beck Young, N., Lindner, P., Berkshire Conference of  Women Historians, San 
Francisco, CA, United States. July 1. 

 
2023 "How Can UX Make History Accessible," Rodwell, E., (Organizer), Lindner, P., Neumann, K., 

UXPA 2023, User Experience Professionals Association Annual Meeting, Austin, TX, United States, June 22. 
 
2023 Beck Young, N., Zarnow, L., Rodwell, E., Lindner, P., "Digital Feminist Humanities," Organization of  

American Historians 2023, Los Angeles, CA, March 30. 



 
2022 “Talking to Machines About Culture: Business Infrastructure and Conversational UX Design,” 

Annual Meeting of  the American Anthropological Association, Seattle, November 8-13. 
 
2022 “Anticipating a More Equitable, Usable Conversation Design,” 4th International Conference on 

Anticipation, Tempe, AZ, and online, Nov 3-17 
 
2022 “Artificial Speech is Culture: Conversational UX Designers and the Work of  Usable Conversational 

Voice Assistants,” HCI International, online, June 26-July 1.  
 
2022 “Anticipation and the Work of  Conversational UX”, Anthropology, AI, and the Future of  Human 

Society, Royal Anthropological Institute, London, UK, and online,  June 6-10. 
 
2022 “Breaking the Sandbox of  Innovation.” Annual Meeting of  the Society for Applied Anthropology, Salt Lake 

City, UT, and online, March 22-26.  
 
2021 “Anticipating Usable Assistants: An Ethnography of  Conversational UX Designers.” Annual Meeting 

of  the American Anthropological Association, St. Louis, November 18-22. (The original accepted panel for 
2020 was rescheduled.) 

 
2021 “Avatars in the Wild: A Transnational Project on UX and Conversation Design” AI in Global 

Perspective: Inequalities, Changing Relations, Governance. 4S Annual Meeting (Study for Social Studies of  
Science), Toronto and Online, October 6-9.  

 
2021 “Teaching UX in a University Setting.” Graphic Communication Education Association Annual Meeting, 

Online, July 29-30.  
 
2021 “Doing Fieldwork in Japanese Television Studios: Negotiations with Experts in Self-Representation.” 

Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) SIGCHI, Online, May 8-13.  
 
2021 “A Pedagogy of  its Own: Training UX Professionals in Academia.” Annual Meeting of  the Society for 

Applied Anthropology, Norfolk, VA and online, March 22-27.  
 
2020 “In Her Body: Usability, Participation, and the Future of  Television.” Association of  Asian Studies-(in 

Asia) Conference, Online, August 31-September 2.  
 
2018 “The Irrationality of  our Discipline.” Annual Meeting of  the American Anthropological Association, 

Washington, DC, November 14-17. 
 
2017 “Anthropological Encounters with UX and Business,” Annual Meeting of  the American Anthropological 

Association, Santa Fe, December 3-7. 
 
2014 “Television Must Change: Rethinking the Meaning of  a Medium,” Annual Meeting of  the American 

Anthropological Association, Washington, DC, December 3-7. 
 
2014 “Smart Tech, Smart User: The Dawn of  Interactive TV in Japan,” American Ethnological Society, 

Boston, MA, April 10-12. 
 
2014 “Broken/Fixed: New Experiments in Japanese Television,” New Directions in Anthropology, University 

of  Texas, Austin, Austin, TX. March 21-23. 
 
2014 “Things that Shouldn’t Be: Independent Journalism and Media Reform in Japan,” Transnational Asia 



Graduate Student Conference, Rice University, Houston, TX, February 21-22. 
 
2014 “The Machine Without the Ghost: Emergent Interactive Television in Japan,” Graduate Student 

Conference on East Asia, Columbia University, New York, NY, February 14-15. 
 
2013 “First Screen, Second Screen: Interactive Television, Media Activism, and User Control in Japanese 

Mass Broadcast,” Annual Meeting of  the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, IL, November 20-
24. 

 
2013   "Big Media, Little Projects: The Emergence of  Interactive Television in 
  Japan", Texas Asia Conference, Austin, TX, November 1-2. 
 
2012 "Gohō Hantai: Mass Media Outside the 'System' in Japan," Information, Technology, and Society in Asia 

Annual Conference, University of  Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan, November 23. 
 
2012 “Producer as Consumer: Woman as Object of  and for Japanese Television,” Asian Studies Conference 

Japan, Rikkyo University, Tokyo, Japan. June 30-July 1. 
 
2012  “Be(for)e and Behind the Lens: Femininity and Contemporary Japanese 

Television”, New Directions in Anthropology, University of  Texas, Austin, Austin, TX. April 28-9. 
 
2012 “Nervous Systems: Television, Affect, and Conversion in the Religious Public Sphere,” Crafting 

Knowledge: Ritual, Art, Thought, Rice University, Houston, TX. March 29-April 1. 
 
2012 “Three Minutes in Three Parts: The Semiotics and Business of  Japanese Television,” Transnational 

Asia Graduate Student Conference, Rice University, Houston, TX, February 10-11. 
 
2012 “Little Plastic Castles: Precarity and Hesitancy in the Japanese TV Industry,” Asian Studies Association 

Annual Meeting (Southern Conference), Greenville, SC, January 13-15. 
 
2011 “Japanese Jōhō Bangumi and the Notion of  Affect,” Transnational Asia Graduate Student Conference, 

Rice University, Houston, TX, February 18-19. 
 
2011 “Under Pressure: Precarious Relevance and Evolving Expertise on Japanese Morning Television,” 

Annual Meeting of  the American Anthropological Association, Montreal, Quebec, November 16-20. 
 
2010 “Growing Good Citizens: Functionalism and the Role of  Religion in the Early Anthropology of  

Japan,” Japan Anthropology Workshop, Austin, TX, March 14-16. 
 
2010 “The Work of  Art in the Age of  Loveable Japan: Transnationalism and Popular Culture,” 

Transnational Asia Graduate Student Conference, Rice University, Houston, TX, February 5. 
 
2009 “A Conversation on Asian Wedding Culture and Street Fashion,” City of  Chicago Asian Pacific Heritage 

Month, Chicago, IL, May 21. 
 
2009 “The Japaneseness of  Manga: Exploring Common Ground between American and Japanese 

Comics,” Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association, New Orleans, LA, April 8-11. 
 
2008 “The Ambiguous Aura: Re-examining Manga in the United States,” 
 Intersections, Chicago Cultural Center & Columbia College, Chicago, IL. December 8. 

 
2008 “The Year 24 Today: Japanese Female Manga Artists in the Late 1960s”, 



 Global Studies Conference, University of  Illinois, Chicago, Chicago, IL, May 16-18. 
 

2007 “Designing Community: Service-Learning and Digital Art,” Engineering Projects in Community Service 
Annual Conference, University of  California San Diego, La Jolla, CA, May 22-24. 
 

2007 “Running a Class as a Company,” Cassola Conference on Teaching Communication, Johnson & Wales 
University, Providence, RI, April 13. 
 

2005 “The Makeover Paradox: Control and ‘The Gaze’ in the Films of  Audrey Hepburn.” Critical Themes in 
Media Studies, New School University, New York, NY, April 5-6. 

 
 

MEDIA APPEARANCES 

 
2025 “How Nielsen’s Usability Heuristics Apply to Websites, According to UX Pros,” HubSpot, (April 9). 

https://blog.hubspot.com/website/usability-heuristics  
 
2025 “TikTok has a temporary reprieve, but the debate over the U.S. ban continues,” Houston Matters, 

Houston Public Media (National Public Radio). (January 22). 
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/shows/houston-matters/2025/01/23/511764/tik-
tok-has-a-temporary-reprieve-but-the-debate-over-the-u-s-ban-continues/  

 
2024 “Reaching New Audiences with Data Science and UX,” Public History Podcast. (April 1). 

https://publichistoriansatwork.buzzsprout.com/1267733/14880239-reaching-new-audiences-thru-
data-science-and-ux-syrios  

 
2024 "Liz Rodwell: Push the Button," Archipelago Podcast. https://www.archipelagopod.com/  
 
2023 "Feature: Liz Rodwell," UH Engineering STEMinist Podcast. (August 11).  
 https://www.egr.uh.edu/news/podcast  
 
2023 "How a Major Toy Company Kept 4chan Online," Wired Magazine. (March 30).  
 https://www.wired.com/story/4chan-good-smile/  
 
2023 "Twitter Bots Are Promising Cheap Guns to Anyone Using the N-Word," Rolling Stone. (March 6). 

https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/twitter-bots-guns-n-word-1234690018/  
 
2023 "The National Women’s Conference of  1977," Unsung History Podcast (March 13). 

https://www.unsunghistorypodcast.com/nwc/  
 
2021 "Elizabeth Rodwell on Anthro to UX," Anthro to UX Podcast. (June 22). 

https://anthropologytoux.com/podcast/elizabeth-rodwell-on-anthro-to-ux/  
 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 
2025- Houston Social Design Collective, Leadership Team.  
 
2025- LEAD (Leveraging Expertise for Advanced Discovery) Consortium, Kopenhaver Center for the 

Advancement of  Women in Communication.  
 

https://blog.hubspot.com/website/usability-heuristics
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/shows/houston-matters/2025/01/23/511764/tik-tok-has-a-temporary-reprieve-but-the-debate-over-the-u-s-ban-continues/
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/shows/houston-matters/2025/01/23/511764/tik-tok-has-a-temporary-reprieve-but-the-debate-over-the-u-s-ban-continues/
https://publichistoriansatwork.buzzsprout.com/1267733/14880239-reaching-new-audiences-thru-data-science-and-ux-syrios
https://publichistoriansatwork.buzzsprout.com/1267733/14880239-reaching-new-audiences-thru-data-science-and-ux-syrios
https://www.archipelagopod.com/
https://www.egr.uh.edu/news/podcast
https://www.wired.com/story/4chan-good-smile/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/twitter-bots-guns-n-word-1234690018/
https://www.unsunghistorypodcast.com/nwc/
https://anthropologytoux.com/podcast/elizabeth-rodwell-on-anthro-to-ux/


2024- OpenAI Forum, Research Advisor, OpenAI, San Francisco, CA 
 
2024- Advisory Board, Humanities Research Center for Artificial Intelligence, University of  Texas at 

Austin. 
 
2022- Board of  Directors, Interaction Design Foundation- Houston Chapter. 
 
2019-2025 Executive Director, User Experience Professionals Association (UXPA)- Houston Chapter. 

 
 
SELECT EDITORIAL AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

 
2024- Editorial Board, Practicing Anthropology (Journal). 
2024-2025 Tenure Track Faculty Search Committee Member, Industrial Design, University of  Houston 
2024-2025 Instructional Faculty Search Committee Member, Digital Media, University of  Houston 
2022-23   Tenure Track Faculty Search Committee Member, Digital Media, University of  Houston 
2021-22 Tenure Track/Tenured Faculty Search Committee Chair/Committee Member (3 Positions), 

Comparative Cultural Studies, University of  Houston 
2020-21   Co-editor, Society for East Asian Anthropology (SEAA), Anthropology News  

Column, American Anthropological Association. 
2020-21 Tenure Track Faculty Search Committee Chair/Committee Member (2 Positions), Digital 

Media, University of  Houston 
2015-2019  Editorial Assistant, Committee on the Anthropology of  Science, Technology and 

Computing (CASTAC). 
2015-2016  Cultural Anthropology Cultural Horizons Prize Jury Member 
2013-2014   New Directions in Anthropology (NDIA) Conference Committee, 
   Rice University and the University of  Texas at Austin. 
2009-2012   President; Ethnographic Film Society, Rice University. 
2009-2012   Co-Chair; Transnational Asia Graduate Student Conference, Rice 
   University. 
2009-2012   Graduate Representative; Honor Council, Rice University. 
2007    Co-Chair; Student Awards Committee, Johnson & Wales University. 
2005-07   Community Service Advisory Committee, Johnson & Wales 
   University. 
2003-07   Events Committee, Johnson & Wales University. 
 

PEER REVIEW 

 
• ACM SIGCHI 
• Convergence: The International Journal of  Research into New Media Technologies 
• Oxford University Press 
• Information, Culture, and Society 
• International Journal of  Communication 
• International Journal of  Human-Computer Interaction 
• National Science Foundation 
• Routledge 
• Sexuality, Gender & Policy 
• User Experience Professionals Association Annual Meeting 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 



University of  Houston 
User Experience Principles 
UX Research 2 
User Experience Practicum 
UX Lab 
UX for Artificial Intelligence 
Introduction to Digital Media 
Senior Project Seminar 
Senior Thesis Seminar 
 
University of  Houston-Downtown 
Introduction to Anthropology (Fall 2016-Summer 2019) 
Media and Communication (Spring 2019) 
Anthropology in Business and Design (Spring 2019)  
 
University of  Houston-Clear Lake 
Contemporary Cultural Anthropology, (Summer 2017-Summer 2019) 
Families and Kinship (Spring 2019) 
 
Rice University 
Image, Media, Anthropology, (Summer 2015). 
Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, (Spring 2012). 
Japanese Media and Design, (Spring 2015). 
 
Columbia College 
Introduction to Cultural Studies, (Fall, Spring 2008-9). 
Urban Images in Media and Film, (Fall, Spring 2008-9. 
 
Johnson & Wales University 
Advanced Design Studio 1, (Fall 2005-6). 
Advanced Design Studio 2, (Winter 2006-7). 
Computer Animation, (Winter 2005). 
Graphic Solutions Team (Community Service Learning), (Fall, Winter, Spring 2003-2007). 
Introduction to Web Design, (Fall, Winter, Spring, 2002-2003). 
Perspectives in Graphic Design, (Winter 2007). 
Print Production, (Fall, Winter, Spring 2002-2006, Spring 2007). 
Visual Design, (Fall, Winter, Spring 2002-2007). 
 
New School for Social Research 
Digital Design (T.A.), (Spring 2004). 
 
Brown University 
Rhetoric of  New Media (T.A.), (Spring 2001). 
Advanced Hypertext Fiction (T.A.), (Fall, Spring 2000-1). 
 

 
EXTRACURRICULAR UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

 
2025-   Institutional Review Board (IRB) Member. 
2022-   University of  Houston UX Club (UXCoogs) Founder and Faculty Sponsor. 
2021-2023  Taylor Swift Fan Club Faculty Sponsor, University of  Houston. 



2004-2007   Japanese Culture/Anime Club Faculty Sponsor, Johnson & Wales 
   University. 
2006    Gaming Club Faculty Sponsor, Johnson & Wales University. 


